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		· Dear Indivisibles :
· 
· A ballot petition initiative has been started for a Constitutional Amendment to expand medicaid to cover over 700,000 Floridians who are currently without insurance.

Because this is a Constitutional Amendment, the organizers need to provide proof to the Florida Supreme Court that there is significant interest in this issue.   They must present over 77,000 petitions to the court on February 28th.

Right now, petition collection is being done by a network of grassroots organizations including numerous Indivisible groups like ours.   That plan is that once the Supreme Court agrees, a real statewide and well-funded campaign will begin.

SO OUR CONTRIBUTION TO HELP GET TO 77,000 IS REALLY IMPORTANT !

Our deadline is February 21 (in order to allow time to get petitions to the organizer to do quality control), so we need to start this as soon as possible.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

1)  Sign a petition (if you are registered to vote in Florida)
Read the instructions via the link below.  If you choose to mail it back, follow the mailing instructions in the link, NOT THE ADDRESS ON THE BACK OF THE PETITION.
Here is a link to the petition and instructions for filling it out, that you can print out.  NOTE: MUST BE 2-sided.
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ND3hbY2I0d70tGAJungnyVaSGKRlF2Lh
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1s-X-JHyBnQrkT2NsYOIvDZ17GkCI4-46

If you cannot print out the petition, or cannot have a friend do it, and do not want to collect signatures, you can come to our next general meeting (Feb. 7, 6 pm). If none of those options work, see our pickup/drop off locations listed below.

2)  COLLECT PETITIONS   (take a friend for company and help !)
You DO NOT have to be a Florida voter to collect these petitions.
There are links to documents below that will be helpful.
· Instructions for you as a petition collector
·  https://drive.google.com/open?id=1PBIPOYYqgdUL3H7I8U9voBxbiWn-iTIi  
· A suggested script and a short FAQ for you as a petition collector
·     https://drive.google.com/open?id=154GaO7br5VCofM-_LE0yeusg5F6vSxV8
· An informational handout you can give people (and a resource for you)
 https://drive.google.com/open?id=17B12V_o55nX9_3QF9GaB9ZVAmNtkOVH4
· Instructions for people who want to take a petition home to do it later
·        https://drive.google.com/open?id=1s-X-JHyBnQrkT2NsYOIvDZ17GkCI4-46     
If you cannot print these out, see pickup/drop off locations listed below.

3)  What do I do with completed petitions ?
Bring them to one of the  pickup/drop off locations listed below.
·  Petition signature collection has been extended to Mid-March.  
·  If you are collecting just a few petitions or just signing your own, you can also bring them to our next general meeting (March 7  6-7:30) or you can mail them to the organizer USING THE ADDRESS IN THE INSTRUCTIONS link above NOT the address on the back of the petition.
· 4)  Where should I collect petitions?  Basically, anywhere you want.  Here are some suggestions :
· [bookmark: _GoBack]your neighborhood/community
· Venice Farmers' Market  (call Charlie 978-866-7308 to schedule)
· public events you know of (please let Charlie know about it)
· Winn-Dixie stores have been agreeable in the past - just be polite and not block foot traffic
outside HomeGoods in BirdBay plaza - just be polite and not block foot traffic

If you have more suggestions, please let us know!

5) Pickup/Drop Off locations for petitions and other forms to support Petition Collectors

1.  Call Charlie Russman -- 978-866-7308

2. Email Pam Nolan: pnolan@comcast.net

3. Fogartyville & WSLR Radio Station
525 Kumquat Ct
Sarasota FL 3421
Between the hour of 9am and 5pm

THANK YOU in advance for your dedication!   Together, we can do this!

Reminder:  Happy Hour tonight 4pm-6pm Allegro Bistro East Venice Ave.
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